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Making a 
Splash
For a little girl living in Atlanta, 

becoming a marine mammal train-
er seemed pie in the sky. Her excite-
ment about working with sea lions 
was met with heavy sighs, gentle head 
pats and dream-crushing words: That’s 
nice, dear. But you know, most people 
don’t grow up to be what they wanted 
to be when they were young. And 
besides, you live so far from the ocean. 
Where would you work? 

“I was never encouraged to fol-
low my dream, even by my parents,” 
says this determined little girl turned 
accomplished career woman. “Being an 
Alpha Xi at Auburn helped me get on 
the path to success. I realized no dream 
is too big, and with the right attitude, I 
can achieve anything I want.”

Meet Bevlynn Moser, Auburn ’99, 
a marine biologist at the Georgia 
Aquarium in Atlanta. “I’m living my 
dream!” she says with unbridled joy. 

Every morning, Bevlynn and her 
colleagues make sure the aquarium’s 
65 exhibits are shipshape for the thou-
sands of guests who visit each day. 
They also prepare meals for the sea 
otters, penguins or beluga whales. The 
rest of the day includes feeding the ani-
mals, keeping their habitats clean and 
something called “enrichment.” 

“Enrichment activities keep the 
animals’ minds stimulated,” explains 
Bevlynn. The sea otters get containers 
with food hidden inside, and they have 
to work to find the food. The penguins 
receive small toys, such as rattles and 
balls with bells, to pick up, collect and 
interact with. And the larger “kids” in 
the bunch, the belugas, get bigger toys 
– inner tubes they can flip with their 
tail or balls attached to a rope so they 
can drag them around. 

And what Bevlynn says may sound 
gross to some is one of her favorite 
activities. “We give the belugas tongue 
rubs. They come to the surface with 
their mouths open and we pat their 
tongues. They love it, as do we!”

Getting Schooled on
the Georgia Aquarium
Bevlynn Moser was born and raised 
in Atlanta and is extremely proud 
to share it with Sisters. “I’m ecstatic 
that Alpha Xi Delta’s National 
Convention will be held here July 
6-10, 2011. I hope you’ll come to 
Atlanta and also visit the aquarium 
when you’re in town.” Here are 10 
reasons why: 
l	The largest aquarium in the 

world: 8 million+ gallons of 
aquarium space

l	Within walking distance of our 
Convention hotel, the Sheraton in 
downtown Atlanta 

l	More than 500 species of fresh 
and saltwater animals from 
around the globe

l	New dolphin exhibit that opens 
in November 2010

l	A rare, behind-the-scenes tour 
that explains how the aquarium 
operates

l	The largest living coral reef in the 
world  

l	The only aquarium outside of East 
Asia that houses a whale shark – 
the largest fish in the ocean (the 
aquarium has 4)

l	The only place in the world to 
snorkel and SCUBA with 2 manta 
rays, 3 great hammerhead sharks, 
4 whale sharks and 100,000+ fish

l	Within walking distance of 
the Coca-Cola Museum, CNN 
Center, National Patriotism 
Museum, Children’s Museum and 
Centennial Olympic Park 

l	“Touch tanks” for interacting with 
stingrays, sharks, shrimp, sea 
stars, lobsters and more

“We hope our aquarium guests leave with a connection to all the animals we house and 

will want to help conserve our world and the animals that live in it,” says Bevlynn Moser.
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in the National Marine Sanctuaries’ 
education department and taught coral 
reef ecology to middle school children. 

After completing her internship 
in 2004, Bevlynn applied for jobs at 
aquariums and marine mammal parks 
across the southeastern United States, 
with the eventual goal of landing the 
big one: a job at the Georgia Aquarium, 
which was set to open at the end of 
2005. After months of multiple appli-
cations, phone calls and serious net-
working, Bevlynn realized her child-
hood dream and joined the aquarium 
staff. She was one of the first marine 
biologists hired and has been with the 
aquarium nearly five years. 

And what do the Negative Neds and 
Nellies have to say to this bold, talented 

“I’ve become very passionate about marine animals as my 
knowledge has grown. It’s an incredible world out there.
The animal kingdom is amazing to study and learn from.”

— Bevlynn Moser

Bevlynn has always felt a connec-
tion to marine mammals, particularly 
dolphins and sea lions. During a fam-
ily vacation to Busch Gardens Tampa 
when she was 5 years old, Bevlynn was 
picked out of the crowd to feed and be 
kissed by a sea lion during one of the 
training shows. “After that, I knew I 
wanted to become a marine biologist,” 
she says with a smile. “I’ve become 
very passionate about marine animals 
as my knowledge has grown. It’s an 
incredible world out there. The animal 
kingdom is amazing to study and learn 
from.”

Bevlynn majored in marine biology 
in college and served as a research 
assistant for one of her professors, tak-
ing part in his research on polychaete 
worms off the coast of Monterey Bay, 
California. She also conducted her own 
research in the Bahamas on the eating 
behavior of reef fish. These experienc-
es, along with her rigorous coursework 
at Auburn, helped her land a post-
graduation internship with a Florida 
Keys nonprofit, the Reef Environmental 
Education Foundation (REEF), to collect 
and archive data about the various fish 
populations in the Tropical Western 
Atlantic. Bevlynn became proficient 
at identifying reef and pelagic (open-
water) fish and shared that knowledge 
with the locals; she also volunteered 

animal lover with big dreams? “Right 
before the aquarium opened to the 
public, each employee was given four 
‘sneak-peek’ tickets to give to friends 
and family. I invited my parents and 
two couples I grew up with — the ones 
who patted my head and said my dream 
was out of reach. Showing them what 
I’ve done and am still doing was a fan-
tastic feeling!”

“It’s an amazing feeling to have a connection with an animal and be able to build 

that trust every day,” says Bevlynn. When she’s not at work, Bevlynn builds 

Sisterly connections while serving as an advisor for Iota Theta Chapter at Southern 

Polytechnic State University in Marietta, Georgia.

Connect with Bevlynn at 
marinebev@yahoo.com.
Learn more about the
Georgia Aquarium at

www.georgiaaquarium.org.




